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What are the social, emotional, and intellectual implications of independent and |
group reading experiences?
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How much time do you spend
teaching a whole class novel?




Dear Parent or Guardian:

Jus’f\fy‘ng \N\’\O\’E All students in English 11 will soon begin reading the first novel of the semester. The novelis
\ass NO ' titled The Things They Carried and it is written by Tim O' Brien.
«q00d” This book is about the Vietnam War. It is a loosely-woven series of vignettes based on the lives
. \N at S“‘\'gs of men in a nlatann Same nf the chanterc deal with events in the war iteelf- ntherc relate incidente that
ut tnt
o n oc (Please detach and return by Mondav, March 26th)
\etter ¢ GISSING €l -o oo
WWhat \b\ema{\c? H My child HAS my permission to read the novel The Things They Carried.
r pro

My child DOES NOT HAVE my permission to read the novel The Things They Carried.

&5 Parent/Guardian Signature date
e Studentname;_
ce (please print legibly) period

re

Must be returned bv Mondav, 3/26® Students will not be issued a book until this is returned!




(Please detach and return by Mondav. March 26th)

My child HAS my permission to read the novel The Things They Carried.

My child DOES NOT HAVE my permission to read the novel The Things They Carried.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Student name:

(please print legibly) period

Must be returned bv Mondav, 3/26'"®  Students will not be issued a book until this is returned!




Groups: Next Birthday Takes Notes

Whole-class Book Groups Independent
novel Reading

Why do it?

Concerns



Pos.

Neg.

Justifying Reading Experiences

Whole-class novel

challenging enough in complexity, emotion,
style, language that a teacher guide is
helpful

a text students might need help
appreciating-- teacher can “convince”
everyone there is something to “appreciate”
the theme, topic, author invites inquiry into
research or other books, articles, media
stretch beyond comfort zone to explore new
topics, perspectives, places, situations
introduce literary terms or reading skills
shared reading experience to return to for
connections and conferring with groups and
individuals

TIME to read in class with a teacher guide-
likely to be similar challenges for most Ss
the teacher can address whole class

time- takes an entire term,

some students will struggle and become
stronger, some will struggle and feel defeated,
in-class reading some will be bored, some will
just listen (listening comprehension not the same
as reading comprehension)

homework - not read, use sparknotes

teacher or “right” interpretation;

not learning independent or lifelong habits

Book Groups

teacher or student can vet options;
exploring multiple dimensions of similar
topic

can be around a theme required OR a
theme chosen out of interest

creates an intimate community -- each
group arrangement can be different to help
students know and appreciate each other
develops conversation skills and
interdependence

TIME to read in class; teacher can confer,
monitor

teach research and inquiry to support
reading, build background knowledge
record book groups

students can present, book talk for others
students seen as partners; autonomy
snacks

not having common knowledge or a shared
experience;

teacher cannot control the content or
interpretation (mis-understandings)
students may cheat- share summary (at
least they’re talking about the book)

Independent Reading

learn what they like-- genre,
form, authors, topics
stretch into new places,
experiences, lives, authors,
time periods of interest
range of genres

range of ways to process,
respond

how to select, find books
how to read, where to read,
when to read

TIME in class to read for
teacher, peers to support
TIME to practice
reading/writing concepts
taught teacher can

student as “expert”;
autonomy

teacher hasn’t read the
book

fake reading

assess or not - -for joy or
required -- reading logs can
kill the love of reading



In your rationale letter....

Why is it challenging enough in complexity,
emotion, style, language that a teacher guide is
helpful?

What can THIS text do that is worth uncovering and
appreciating --place, time, perspective, style,
situation?

What opportunities will you include for students to
do inquiry -- research, other books, poems, songs,
media, film so they can stretch aspects of the text?
What concepts/skills will you teach that THIS text is
so well suited for?

What makes THIS text worthy of a SHARED
experience? How will it connect to other text, ideas,
concepts in the curriculum, relevance?

How much TIME will it take, and why is it worth that
amount of time?

O—G—O

How will you differentiate for students for whom this
may not be a challenge, for students who will be too
challenged?

How will you read it? Together, listening, chapter by
chapter, at home, during class, in small groups?
How will you be sure everyone is reading and still
appreciating- skipping ahead, fake reading?

What assignments and questions will you ask that
will minimize Sparknotes and copying?
Personalized assignment, research, inquiry.

How does this book foster a love of reading and
habits of thinking that are worthy of the time in class
to teach it?

What concerns with content do you anticipate?
Does it outweigh the benefits?

Cannot “opt” out or it wouldn’t be whole class.
Inform only in your parent letter.




1. Choice Empowers Students

e Balance of who makes the choices and why.

e Teachers make some choices and model how the choice is made.

e Students make some choices and justify their choices -- relevant to self, to the
community, to the world.

e |[f teachers are always making choices, students don’t learn how to do it
themselves. Teachers can make visible decision making, rationale, process,
connections -- students then practice this with independent or group work.

11



2. Valuing Student Choices
Values the Student

Choices tell us a lot about students: dreams, interests, motivations.
Knowing their choices changes the way teachers see them and react to them.

Values their process and reasoning.




3. Choice Leads to Real and
Meaningful Conversations

When teachers choose, teachers originate and lead the conversation.

When students choose, their choices starts a new conversation, more authentic.



4. Choice Helps Establish and
Deepen Relationships

When students talk with one another about their choices, this nurtures a
community of literacy -- no competition, no copying.

Students recommend books, encourage writing to and for each other.




5. Choice Leads to
Independence

Time to read during class -- teacher know they are reading!

Conferring time -- students can’t fake this or chear with real conversations
about the books, about their writing ideas.

Variety of reading and writing experiences stretches learning into new times,
places, ways of being.




And...Choice Changes the Reading
Life of a the Teacher

You will read more.
You will write more.
You will know your students better.

You will learn from your students.

16



Planning for VARIETY of reading experiences-- 8 Weeks

to-read lists - Amazon, Goodreads, other YA lists, We Need interest survey, peer
Diverse Books, Nerdy Book Club interviews

Choice: read and reading responses; Claim, Evidence, Response | short lit response

Choice for 10, Core text for restin class use as model for narrative | narrative, open mic
writing

Choice for 10, Core text in class and narrative writing- story narrative, open mic
starters, brainstorm

Book groups on a specific topic to prepare for informational narrative, open mic

Book groups, research, informational writing (blogging) informational, open mic

Book groups and blogging informational, open mic

reflect/portfolio -- a book a week; reading response




BB Screencasufy Lite

Boogrpbaal sctary book



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ara8qxLc9A

Young Adult Lit is Young Adult Voice and Choice
o
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1) America is a new country. 2) Being in
'New York is a busy and fast-paced way of
life. 3) Their living situation -- Kim and her
mother live in an old, worn-down
apartment...there are thousands of
iImmigrants who come to the U.S. each
year and this story gives me an idea of _
cir, What the process of transition must be Ilke |
for some people...



https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/a9yh4s5bwtrq2g9fr0i6f4pin

#5 Boy Meets Boy

The great thing about Boy Meets Boy is the fact
) - that it talks about such a wide range of topics,

such as gender, romance, and acceptance...| feel

like this book gave me a better understanding of

£28 being homosexual. Some people in our world are
~ ., not as accepting of people. Tony starts to slowly
~ stand up to his parents and tells them there is
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now people in our world may or may not deal with -

Bo nothing wrong with is belng gay He |s thelr son

Levithan



https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/7wwqsqn3ib4wm6hybrbrthfja

[WANE ALEXANDER

| aspire to a lot of goals just
like Nick and Colby...l can
relate to something on almost

every page.
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https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/77bhbl8hwo8mo58jab8molxii




12/8 & 12/15 Book Groups, Files #3

By on Dec 8, 2016
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https://kidblog.org/class/h103/posts/csaa4ikyl2azfrduhhfc0oi24
https://kidblog.org/class/h103/posts/csaa4ikyl2azfrduhhfc0oi24
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2hSmA9aDKxReENMaFFOUWdYZTg/view?usp=sharing

Anything But Typical by Nora

Raleigh Baskin
Book Groups: discussion of

“neurotypical” with (5:00,

Autistic Spectrum Disorder, IEP)

2/18 Book Group Recordings

@ By on Feb 18, 2016
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https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/dvxvqii4wmkpc5eelqt8lj7lt
https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/dywi95yqazyybnzhao2bjcepj
https://kidblog.org/class/read4humanity/posts/dywi95yqazyybnzhao2bjcepj

On page __, what happensis ___.How would you feel if you were ?

Onpage _ ,what happensis . What words would you use to describe__ ?
On page , the character reacts by Which character is most like
you? How so? What do you have in common? What is different?
On page __, what they talk about is What did you learn about

?
On page ___, the character figures out . What personality traits do you
think allowed the character to reach this resolution?
On page , the symbol of is shown. What does it represent? How do
the characters react to and with these objects?
On page , the chapter ends with . Where could the story go next?
What happened in the characters’ lives before the story begins?
On page , two characters have a conversation about _ .How does this
conversation impact what happened later?
On page ___, one character realizes . How does this change
things?
On page , one character remembers . How

does this change things?

10:00

Alone, in order
to prepare for
your group
discussion, write
TWO great
questions that
encourage the
use of the text in
responding.



P. 81114

Onpage — what’s
going on is—:; here is my
question

it TR

Tompﬂidtoa

question:

What (name) said is
_and | would like to
(add, suggest) ...because
on page — it says_—



0TSCUSS the Go around the group and help each other assess
. the group experience:
expevience:

1. How did you prepare for today’s discussion?

2. When did you use the book for evidence? How did that
nurture the discussion and understanding?

3.  When did you show appreciation for ideas from your
group? How did you express it?

4. 'When did you invite others to contribute or ask for their
view on a question? How did you do so?

5. Say one way the group helped you understand the book or
immigration better? What phrase, question, or discovery
was particularly helpful in your understanding of the text?
(Did you express gratitude to the group?)
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I learned that culture does define who you are, it is apart of 2N Abzolutely GARY D SCHEID

Tree

you. Yes, some people go to a different culture and learn X piary
new things
absolweely I did not know the struggles of someone who
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teenage da K a1f Brazilian and half American. I've never
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genders (i aNd how we could not know who we are, or
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struggles o WHere we belong. The book I read, called NK SAR]

becauseIn Nothing But The Truth (and a few white lies). o1 510N
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in India. I learned that in Uttar Pradesh there is a gang of

women who embarrass or beat up men who mistreat ; /
women called the Gulabi Gang. }‘



http://www.amazon.com/Absolutely-True-Diary-Part-Time-Indian/dp/0316013692
http://www.amazon.com/Absolutely-True-Diary-Part-Time-Indian/dp/0316013692
http://www.ethicalela.com/topten/
http://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Truth-white-Justina-Novel/dp/0316011312
http://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Truth-white-Justina-Novel/dp/0316011312
http://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Truth-white-Justina-Novel/dp/0316011312




Writing is Young Adult Literature - written for and by students
AUDIENCE MATTERS

Informative
Blog Series

sequence
descriptive
problem
solution
comparison
cause/effect

Narrative

biography of
classmate

original story-
EVERY genre

mixed genre- poem,
news, diary, script

drama

o—e—o

Argument
problem-solution
TED talk
rhetorical speech

literary argument

Poetry

30 days of poetry
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Butterfly Compared to Breaststroke

It was shout three years ago when | first feit the rush of passion | had for swimming. | was 9, and
| had got my first regional cut. As | came cut of the water from the 100 backstroke | had just
finished moments ago, an official handed me my heat winner bag tag. | was so breathless, | didn't
have the air in my lungs to thark her. My arms and legs ached so muchit feit like they were on fire.

My friends rushed over and tcid me the unforpettable news.... This blog series is about my
joumney to bacome the best swimmer | could be. And along the way, you'll leam the things y
need to do the same.

Walking into the Fremd poal, the first thing that hits you is the smell. The srang smel of
chicrine mixad in with, well, mare chicrine. it may be disqusting to some, but appealing and
exciting to others. As you scan the rcom, you can see a 25+yard long posi with ten lanes, bleachers
(far spactators during meets or just if parents want to cccasionally drop in to check in on their
child's progress), and your teammates behind the lanes getting ready to start practice. You have 1o
talk loudly over the scund of water splashing furiously as the group before you wraps up their
practice. You can hear the coaches yelling, “Quick, faster, off the wall, arms straighs, Kick harder!”
As you head over to chack out today's practice, you silently {or not) pray for two things: 1) No
butterfy sets 3nd 2) No Tals. Swimming heps your endurance ard strangeh. is an effective fulk
bady workeut- you need to mave your whole body against the resistance of the water. Swimming
is like riding 2 bike: once you leam, you can never forget. And you're constantly pushing yourself to
become better.

Because swimming is a full-bady workeat, it helps manage weight, keep your heart rate up,
reduces stress levels, and raises self-esteem. Swimming also builds muscle; your legs keep you
kicking, your arms keep you pulling, and your core helps with busterfly and fiip turns. Ancther low-
key advantage of swimming is impraving flexchility. All strokes require you to stretch, twist, reach
t0 pull your way through the water. An impartant effect of swimming that ooes beyond staying fit
is it lowers stress and depression because when people swim for fun, they often find it relaxing.
Last but not least, one mincr advantage of swimming is helping with basic math skills. Swimmers
have to ofien camplete sets on intervals and calculate how many meters they swam, thus putt
their adding and subrracting skil's. Some imenvals make you swim as fast as a cheetah.

Scmething you may nat know about swimeming is that if you are doing 7t at 2 competitive level,
it can get extremely competitive, especially as you're getting older. Regional cuts are held st the
top 40% of all times for that particular event. A3 you o
be devastating if you miss a regional cut by 2 temhorak
knaw that it's an unreascaable :oal ta be the best at every event. But i you recognize you are
pulling ahead in a particular event, you should keep working at it to make a regional or state cut.

Additicnally, something important to know is that heats are grouped by previous times at
events. The faster your time gets, the later the heat you are in. So # you win and you're in heat ane,
you can't quarantee you'll end up high-rarking in the overall tmes, but if you win, say, heat 9 or 10,
you can expect an overall finals time.

T conclude, | hope you consider swimming more cften, whether ifs at a competaive leve), or just
for fun. It has serious heaith benefits, s;edlu:y builds endurance, muscle strength, and
cardicvascular fitness. In addition, it provides a full-body werkout 1\7 mast of your muscles are
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The Doy Ronal's Toe Almost Fell 0€€
‘Q’.\S} By 6GBrynn on Sep 20, 2017

This story is published with the consent from Ronal. I thank Ronal for allowing me to
tell his story.

It was a bright, warm and windy summer day in 2007. The sun was staring at Ronal
begging him to come outside. Ronal's short, dark brown hair swayed up and down with
excitement to go play outside with his two older sisters, Deepa and Reema.

“Mommy, can we please go outside to play?” Deepa begged her busy mother.

“I told you the last time you asked, I am making dinner, rice and beef curry, it is your
favorite. After dinner we will all go outside and play,” their mother responded.

Ronal was two years old at the time and about two feet tall, and all he wanted to do was
play tag with his sisters. But, his parents told the kids to go outside to play the game.
The strong smell of rice and beef curry still lingered the house after dinner, one of
Ronal’s favorite dishes.

His sisters gathered around Ronal, “I want to play tag now!” Ronal said with his dark
brown eyes begging for an answer. They knew their parents couldn't say no to Ronal's
crocodile tears.

“0k,” Pop's replied a little annoyed, “we will go now, let's go get your shoes on.”

He headed to the door, trailing behind his sisters with his little feet trying to catch up.
Ronal was a turtle compared to his sisters. Everyone of them racing to get outside to
play the game they have been waiting to play all day. When everyone got to the door,
they create a huge mess looking for their shoes. But they didn’t care because the
excitement of the light summer breeze swayed them to get outside this instant. “Here
they are!” Ronal’s mom held up his new pair of blue flip-flops and helped him put them
on. Reema was out the door first, followed by Deepa, then Ronal.

they create 2 huge mess looking for their shoes. But they didn't care because the
excitement of the light summer breeze swayed them to get outside this instant. “Here
they are!"" Ronal’s mom held up his new pair of blue flip-flops and helped him put them
on. Reema was out the door first, followed by Deepa, then Ronal.

“I'm not it!” Reema said making it clear she wasn'’t going to chase anyone for 2 while.

“Not fair,” Deepa said from inside, "I started out as the tagger last time!" Their Mom
told them to stop fighting and that they would all take turns. After the quarrel was
solved, their Mom started to clean up the mess of shoes. Deepa went to shut the door
when,

“"AHHHHHHEHHHEHHHHHHHHEHH!" a gut-wrenching scream came from a pain aching
Ronal. Everybody stopped what they were doing, and came to Ronal's rescue.

Deepa had just slammed the door on Ronal's pinky toe, or at least it use to be a pinky
toe, Reema ran back inside to the loud, chaos. His parents observed the what looked like
a crime scene and tried everything they could to help, they wrapped his foot in gauze
before rushing him to the emergency room.

The ride to the emergency room was loud and scary to his pa'ems The do:tors tookin
Ronal nghl aw: ay to see what they could do to help. 1 .

. The bright white walls and tiles hurt hls p.xrem s eyes, the
room de(m[el\' lacked color.

"“This looks pretty bad, How did the incident happen?” The nurss asked as she brought
them to their room.

His Mom sighed and replied, " His sister accidentally shut the door on his foot, at least
we hope it was an accident. We did everything we could think of before coming here.”

The nurse koked shocked, “Wow, that must of really hurt, the doctor will be right with
you."” the nurse left leaving the small, cold room silent.

The doctor couldn't help much because Ronal was terrified of the doctor and wasn't
cooperating, not letting him touch his foot. After pondering for a while on what could
make Ronal cooperate, the doctor thought of just the right distraction, the movie Cars.

“Iwould have never thought of that!" Pop’s said happily surprised. After the doctor
examined the injured foot and knew what to do.

Ronal ended up only needing 6 stitches on his right foot and a cast for six weeks. He was
awake and the movie was on, Ronal says, he does not remember feeling a thing. To this
day his family still jokes about this incident and the fact that half of his injuries are
caused by his sister, Degpa.
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- blue: complex sentence

- red: metaphor

- purple: personification

1. What I want you to notice is that Ronal was two when this happened so I was only
given the basics that his parents told him, therefore a lot of this story was from mine
and Ronal's imagination.

2. What I am most proud of is the use of figurative language in my story, I used it to add
some humor and I feel that it fit in with the story nicely.

3. For my teacher conference, I was encouraged to revise, my sentence structure. I was
told to add in some more complex sentences and change the words my sentences start
with.

4. What I learned about biography writing is that not everything is 100% true, but that
it is really interesting to learn about my classmates’ life and the stories behind them as a
person.

Created:Sep 20 2017 10iom Uodated: Oct2 2017 12:36pm Show Revisions



Commenting from 3-perspectives

| can relate to the part
“ " because

When you wrote,
“ ;" | felt
because .

"

Your words- “ -
really moved me because

Sarah J. Donovan, PhD

The phrase “ " got me
thinking about ___because

Until | read ” S 1 had
never considered in this
way. Now, | see...

| see or understand ina
new way after reading your
poem because

| think the heart of this poem
isinthe line“ " because

I noticed you used the
technique of ___in the
phrase ___;it's effective
because .

The line breaks
emphasize ___; for
example,

A clever line is
because
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Hi Rachel,

Thank you for sharing this story about Nathan breaking his arm for the second time. After
reading this story | would like to compliment you on how you used great grammar that made
the blog post enjoyable to read. For example when you said, "He started to cry because it
really hurt, it hurt like someone had dropped a thousand pounds on his arm. " this made me, a
reader who has never broken a bone, understand the amount of pain that happens when you

break a part of your body.
Thanks Again,
Brynn Giebelhaus
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2i0z0lxvJ0
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9/11/18 Storytime

@ By 6LCharlene on May 11, 2018

1 018/119 —g— $» —o I 3

Throughout the year, | felt that | have improved in public speaking. Every time, | feel | am
more confident in giving speeches. | feel that public speaking has helped me become
more confident in speaking. It has also helped me in recitals. | am more confident that |
won't rush and | won't be frightened every time | go up and tell either a story or a speech.
The public speaking has helped me improve and help me become more confident.



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1szc2JH7Sw5seQpjKip0HmuQq7SDX7kfG/preview

volume

We can hear you in the back of the room; you may make Not yet

your voice louder or softer in certain parts to show
passion or emotion related to the content.

eye contact

We can see your eyes at different points of the performance
to show you are trying to connect with us, your audience.

expression The way you say the words and phrases shows you are
interpreting the mood and content to communicate that to
the audience, You may change your expression in
different parts as the mood shifts or ideas become more
serious or light-hearted
pace You perform with a pace t Spea kl ng
mood; it is slow enough fc )
words and fast enough for VEEPP
slow down to emphasize ¢
idea really resonate with tl Self, peer, teaCher
professional You clearly prepared for tt assessment Weekly

know your part, your partncu S pait, UIc paild yuu icau
together; the timing is on; you are appropriately professional
to treat the topic with the respect it deserves.




Your Name

Celebrations for Quarter Period

Something to celebrate about the author's writing!

> Lead/beginning of the text: sensory setting, dialogue, character background,
action

Sensory sentence: smells, sounds, textures, colors, tastes, feelings
Figurative language: simile, metaphor, allusion, personification, hyperbole
Word choice/vocabulary: fancy word, creative phrase, powerful

Timeless or unexpected theme: the message applies to you or has you

thinking seriously about it

Non cliché: something fresh or unexpected happened
) Characters impacted each other: advice, influence, provoking a decision

Text Evidence

(write the phrase or sentence that you are
celebrating in quotes)

Sarah Sensory language “rotting stench of a fish left in the garbage for days”
1.
2.
3.
4, ] "
s. listening
6. ] (]
= noticing craft
- text evidence
i complimenting -- peer assessment
107 2
12.

[
g




Choices and Voice

S
Interest surveys, brainstorm,

permission to pursue.

Time to read, write, talk,
present.

Access to books.
Publication celebrations and
compliments.

Share your life. How you
nurture and pursue your
interests.




